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PRESTON NOMADS 
CRICKET CLUB
SPRING 2022 NEWSLETTER

2021 Sussex Premier Champions
Welcome to the Spen Cama Memorial Ground, Fulking.
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Season 2022 It’s Nearly Here!
Welcome to a brand-new season here at the 
spellbinding Spen Cama Memorial Ground 
Fulking.  As mid-winter gives way to the first 
strengths of spring it’s a certainty that our 
members are once again excitedly dusting off 
their ‘whites’ and will be focusing on cricket 
adventures to come. There is always something 
magical at this time of year as groundsman up 
and down the country make those first cuts and 
progress their fallow pitches and outfields.  As 
March fades away players will be emerging from 
indoor nets and will be stretching muscles ready 
for the exciting preliminaries.  April gives the 
whole club opportunities to ramp up towards 
the out break of League Cricket and the excite-
ment of various Cups.  By 1st May all of us will 
be ready for Season 2022!
I felt really honoured to be handed the editorship 
of the PNCC Spring 2022 Newsletter.  Keith Pitt will 
always be a Nomads Legend and hopefully my ef-
forts to this edition can maintain the quality that 
you guys have been used to.

In a packed edition we have been busy getting 
around the clubhouse, outfields and training 
ground to try and bring you an interesting mix of 
stories. On page 3 our Chairman, Paul Hird brings 
an enchanting and positive piece about the up 
coming season. On page 5 you will see find my 
long awaited 2021 Review where Nomads became 
Sussex Premier Champions under the expert guid-
ance of Skipper Dan Phillips. On page 7 we catch 
up with an Opening Quick from Jersey who can 
not only grace the 1st team bowling attack but has 
also become our Head Groundsman. Dan Birrell 
gives us the low-down including news about some 
wonderful new outdoor nets.  We go onto introduc-
ing our Captains for 2022 on pages 8 and 9. Even 
though he has some massive shoes to fill I am sure 
that every member will be thrilled that Navan Patel 
has been given a wonderful opportunity as our 1st 
Team Captain. James McKemey stood up well to 
a tough 2021 and its with great joy that he is our 
Second Team skipper once again.  There has been 
a change to the 3rd Team where Faisal Khan has 
taken over the baton from David Symes.  Our 4th 
team continued to be an inspiration in 2021 where 
a true mix of youth and experienced cricketers took 
out some wonderful victories.  It’s with excitement 
to announce that Stephen Oliver is once again our 
4th Team Skipper. I would like to personally send 
huge messages of good luck to all four and very 
much look forward to working with you.
On page 10 Navan (Director of Youth Cricket) and 
Malorie Short (Women’s Coach) bring us a piece 

about Youth and Women’s Cricket here at the 
Club. While the Youth section of the Club has al-
ways played a rich part of PNCC our Girls/Women’s 
adventure is shaping up to be a new, exciting and 
important part of our DNA. 

Nomads have gone Subcontinent with their 2022 
exciting overseas player in the shape of Keeper/
Batsman Rehan Afridi from Pakistan. His signing 
was announced through the Social Media Channels 
on 11th February. We caught up with Rehan on 
page 12 and of course we send him the very best 
of Nomads wishes going forward.  

On page 15 we hear from the Bar Manager Phil 
and Jan about a new service which will be on offer 
during the season. Then on the back page we take 
a breeze through the early part of 2022 and pick 
out some worthy highlights. We have an amazing 
preseason lined up for our Members.   

I would like to take a moment here to award my 
2021 PNCC Press Officers Player of the Season. It 
goes to a young player who has shared his Nomads 
journey with me. Back in 2012 I first stepped onto 
the Ground and was greeted by two cheeky young 
brothers. Both of them welcomed me to Preston 
Nomads and to this day we always share a joke 
and banter when ever we meet. For some excel-
lent bowling figures to help the 1st team win the 
Sussex Premier the award goes to our own, Adam 
O’Brien.    

Finally, we hope you enjoy this Spring News letter 
and going forward I look forward working with you 
all over the coming months.

Let’s have some fun shall we and also lets go 
deep into the ECB Cup!
Cobo  PNCC Press Officer.
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As I sit in my warm study, looking out on Storm 
Franklin closely following on the tail of Storm Eu-
nice, it is hard to believe that the cricket season 
is only 7 weeks away and once again we shall be 
transported back to the warmth and tranquillity of 
outdoor sport, interspersed with loud and zealous 
appeals, eating great teas(hopefully) and followed 
by celebratory beers.

Firstly, I would like to give a warm welcome to our 
new main sponsor Focus Group, one of the UK’s 
leading independent providers of essential busi-
ness technology. The co-founder and Director Chris 
Goodman’s children are members at Nomads and 
we fully support Chris’s aim to get talented boys 
and girls from all backgrounds progress through 
elite programmes to achieve their full potential.

A great deal of work goes on behind the scenes and 
the Trustees, who welcome Rupert Corney as Head 
of Sponsorship and Marketing, our volunteers and 
Team Managers are already in planning and training 
mode for the season. Without their collective help 
we would not be able to provide one of the best 
cricketing facilities in Sussex.

At Fulking preparations for the coming season are 
well under way, the ground is taking shape with 
a great amount of hard work from our new Head 
Groundsman, Dan Birrell. Not only are the square 
and outfield looking in good shape but a lot of ti-
dying up work as well around the car park and the 
Pavilion has also been completed. That will not stop 
us having a Ground Force Day in April as there will 
be plenty more projects that will need to be under-
taken. The interior of the Pavilion has also been re-
painted to give it a brighter fresher look.

You will see elsewhere in the newsletter photo-
graphs of our fantastic new nets and we look for-
ward to seeing you all using them. The quality of 
surfaces available has improved as technology 
evolves and you will experience a softer bounce off 
the surface and shock pad. We have also renovat-
ed two of the batting cages for use on the squares, 
with a lot of toil undertaken by Dan B and Dan Phil-
lips, to get them back in shape, only for the storm 
to destroy one of them!

This season will be as busy as ever with a record 
number of fixtures scheduled at Fulking as we wel-
come a newly formed Ladies team to the fold as 
well as accepting a booking for Sussex 2 nd XI to 
play a 4-day game and a T20 game. With the im-
portance that the Trustees place on developing our 
own players for the future, we have put in place a 
team of Junior Coaches, headed by Nav Patel as 

Director of Junior Cricket, Malorie Short as Ladies 
and Girls Cricket Coach and Kashif Ibrahim as Crick-
et Coach for the U15-18’s to pathway into  Senior 
Cricket. They will look forward to working closely 
with and supporting the Team Managers. No doubt 
you have seen all 3 coaches at indoor nets as train-
ing has already started. We also aim to have 4 crick-
et camps this summer so look out for full details on 
our website and social media.

On the senior cricketing front, we have new cap-
tains Nav Patel (1 st XI) and Faisal Khan (3 rd XI 
and Sunday XI) joining existing captains James 
McKemey (2 nd XI) and Stephen Oliver (4 th XI). All 
best wishes to the players and hopefully the 1 st XI 
can repeat the success of 2021 and the others seek 
promotion from their respective divisions. I am very 
pleased to say that we shall be joined at our club by 
an overseas player from Pakistan, Rehan Afridi, who 
is a batsman/wicketkeeper and already has experi-
ence of playing in the UK. I am sure you will all wel-
come into the Nomads family. Nathan Poole, our 
Senior Coach, is primed and ready for the season 
armed with a new camera both for training and live 
streaming/ game highlights purposes, (Super-Fast 
Broadband is on its way to the area as well!).

Finally, I wish every player great success on and 
off the field of play. Success comes in many ways 
and our aim is to provide a platform for you all to 
takes steps forward. Those steps can be small ones 
or great strides much depending on the ambition, 
drive and effort you put in and how your contribu-
tion makes the team stronger.

Paul Hird

Chairman

Feb 2022

VIEWS FROM THE CHAIRMAN
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“Focus Group are delighted to sponsor PNCC. Connecting communities 
and creating opportunities are both fundamental aspects of our 
company purpose. We look forward to working with the club to 
deliver on both in the years to come”
Chris Goodman
Co-Founder
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Nomads Win ECB Sussex Premier League
Preston Nomads have a proud tradition in the 
Sussex Premier League with the Trophy making 
its way to the SCMG on a number of occasions. 
Under the brilliant captaincy of Dan Phillips our 1 
st team enjoyed a memorable season winning no 
less than eleven league matches and amounting a 
staggering 387 points.
After a rained out opening match, the lads fell nicely 
into stride on 15 th of May with a ‘set the tone’ win at 
East Grinstead by 60 runs. The key to this match and 
perhaps the season as a whole was the 36 opening 
partnership from Nathan and Jake. Dan liked what he 
saw, and the pair continued to open for most of the 
campaign. However, it was the dashing quick, Dan 
Birrell on debut who took out the EG top order on 
route to four for 32. Our new Jersey player has settled 
in nicely and took the MOM award.

After a stinging home lose against Middleton the 
team were back in form at sunny Hastings on 29 th 
May. Nathan, mom and Kash both made half centuries 
in a score of 206. Young AOB threw down a season 
marker by bowling the dangerous Harry Finch for just 
5. His final figures 10 overs three for 32.

On 5 th June Jake went on to a brilliant score of 70 
against Three Bridges at home before Birrell knocked 
out 4 wickets and Stuart Faith supported well for with 
three of his own in a comfortable win.

The highlight of the season came on 12 th of June 
at home to Roffey. Jake really got into his stride with 
an unbeaten 162 as the visitors folding like a deck of 
cards for just 90 runs. Adam starring with six for 24. 
This crushing win signalled Nomads were the ones to 
beat and gave the club an air of potential champions.

On 19 th June at a damp Claire Hall the team played 
out a really enjoyable win against Haywards Heath. 
Jake and Danny I both made big scores setting a 
target of 241. That was always going to be enough 
especially as opener Navin P lit up the game with a 
devastating spell up top. He was literally unplayable!

On 3 rd July Will Collard hit three back-to-back sixes, 
the 3 rd tinging off the Cuckfield Pavilion roof. It was 
the perfect end to a very solid Nomads inns. The 
Skipper and Kash both producing half centuries on 
route to 229. Owen K ran out man of the match with 
seven stunning wickets as Cuckfield folded.

Navin Patel became the star at Middleton on 24 th 
July when scoring a blistering 99 off 88 balls. In replay 
Middleton were unable to play the mesmerising 
spin of Will Collard who went on to record figures  
of 7 for 22!

After a 105 Nathan and Jake opening stand win at 
Roffey on 14 th August the Nevill stage was set for 
Nomads to win the Title. On 28 th August 2021 a 
rampant Nomad performance rubber stamped 
the ECB Sussex Premier League. In the complete 
performance mom Nathan Poole under pinned an 
excellent season as opener with a well-constructed 
ton. Supported by the skipper with 90 important 
runs. In reply wickets were shared around as the 
Bensons fell away. Cue wild celebration all around 
the Nevill.
Two’s Nearly Achieved the Impossible.
Under the expert guidance of Nomads legend, James 
McKemey our twos were in mission impossible mode 
as the team were in a Division 2 relegation scrape 
from day one.  After a 2019 promotion season 2021 
was going to be tough!   The writing was on the wall 
as early as 8th May when although Nomads played 
competitive cricket Mayfield won the 1st game of the 
season.  

Muadh Khan secured 3 for 21 at Billingshurst on  5th 
June as the hosts made 155 all out.  The skipper and 
Hashim fashioned a brilliant mid inns partnership to 
take a thrilling win.

Baalaaj Khan took four for 14 as Roffey fell for 104 at 
the SCMG on 19th June.   Kamran Mirza and Ollie 
Gatting getting the job done in an important home 
victory.

Owen K was in brilliant form at Lindfield on 26th June 
taking a five for as the hosts crumbled for 71.   Ollie 
Gatting steered the team home to what was another 
fine victory.  

July proved to be a barren time for the team, as the 
gulf between top and bottom of League two was 
slammed home at Bognor on 31st July.  Nomads were 
bowled for just 71 runs.

However, hope springs eternal and a brilliant win at 
Roffey on 21st August had the team dreaming of the 
impossible.  Aaron Phillips 89 the main stay of 209. A 
spirited attack had Roffey falling like a deck of cards 
80 all out.   

It took the team into the last day at Chi with a glimmer 
of hope where they needed a win and then a huge 
stroke of luck with other results.  Ravi Jadav took 5 
wickets a Chi fell to 120 all out chasing 152. 

Our Two’s had nearly achieved the impossible 
under James but in the end, they fell through the 
trap door back into Division 3 East.   An incredible 
effort from the boys.
Three’s Couldn’t Get Going!   Division 6 Central

IN REVIEW 2021
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It was a stinging season for Thirds skipper David 
Symes and his squad as for some reason things never 
really got going.  There was a brilliant win on 29th May 
at Dormansland.  George Close Brooks became the 
1st Nomad 2021 league centurion with a commanding 
knock of 148.  

The team was related to Division 7 after 13 losses.  
Fours, Exciting Mix of Youth and Experience.  
Division 8 Central
Under new skipper Stephen Oliver our 4th team set 
out to win some matches and have some laughs 
along the way.  It turned into a breath taking and 
delightful season for all concerned.   Stephen, never 
one to shy away from expansive batting, allowed the 
youngsters free reign to utilise their raw talents.  The 
mix produced no less than 7 stunning wins and 5th 
place in the league.

Two highlights for me.  The 1st a proper old school 
scrap at the SCMG on 29th May.  Copthone amassed 
220 runs off the allotted.  However, a Mike Burney ton 
and 46 not out from James Downey galvanised the 
4s to a wonderful 30-point victory.  The other was at 
Cowden on 17th July with Darren Hick peeling back 
the years to secure 5 for 17 in an emphatic victory.  The 
boys looked really cool, Darren in some fancy shades, 
on return the SCMG that afternoon!

All in all, a brilliant season for Stephen and his 
troops.
Nomads Youth Cricket
Director of Youth Cricket Navan Patel would have 
thoroughly enjoyed his first season in the role.  Friday 
evening training sessions were as popular as ever with 
the SCMG packed with the exuberance of youth and 
also parents enjoyed the outdoor ambiance.  

For me it was a real thrill watching all our Youth Teams 
developing through out the season.  It was also lovely 
to get some new grounds in!

Our U13s and U15s both produced mesmerising ECB 
Cup runs to the Blackstone final and beyond.  As the 
season exploded into high summer, we all shared an 
intense but enjoyable fortnight on the road.  Both 
Sussex ECB semi final cup games were played out on 
Thursday 24th June.   The U15s travelled to Horsham 
where Joe Musto produced a nice half century to take 
the tie.  The U13s had to go to the outlying Sussex 
village of Fernhurst. In a tense encounter Nomads 
made 90 in the allotted which looked a little light. 
However, our lads rolled up their sleeves to take the 
match.  Angus Yule with four wickets. 

Just 24 hours later both teams were rocking up at 
Blackstone for their respect finals.  Backed by a noisy 
posse of fans the U13s scored 63 off the rain affected 
10 overs against St James.  It was a difficult and nervy 
end to the match, but Nomads clung on.  

Middleton U15s made a very competitive 100 in their 
allotted 10 overs.  However, both Felix Venter and Joe 
Musto wowed the huge crowd by calmly knocking off 
the runs.  It turned into a classic one two night for the 
Nomads!

Going forward to the next rounds our U15s were 
knocked out by Tunbridge Wells.  The U13s travelled 
to Bromley on Sunday 4th July.  A rainstorm prevented 
a full game but five of the team held their nerve to 
win a bowl out.  They eventually went out to Esher on 
11th July.

An excellent and progressive season from our 
youth section.
Girls Cricket here at the Nomads   U11s and U13s  
One of the more enchanting aspects of the 2021 was 
the introduction of Girls Cricket.  Huge congratulations 
to Malorie Short for her work in this area.  It was brilliant 
to have our two teams out there going through their 
paces both at the SCMG and on the road.  Results 
at this stage of their development are secondary to 
having fun and learning the basic skill sets.

Well, there you have it, hope you have enjoyed 
this review of season 2021.   
Cobo   Press Officer.
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Tell us a bit about cricket on the island of Jersey 
and the team that you played for.
Cricket on the island is very different to the mainland, 
mainly because of the size of the island which results 
in there being only 5 teams of which play each oth-
er twice, usually once at t20 format and once at 40 
over depending on what the national side is up to that 
summer. This being said the standard is still very high 
with the national mens side heading to a world T20 
Qualifier in hopes to cause some big upsets and get 
to a world cup and cricket on the island as a result is 
moving extremely fast to keep up with the ongoing 
success and progression of Mens, Women’s and Jun-
ior cricket. At home I played for a team called Walk-
overs which I found through catchment area at my 
secondary school and its where I’ve played my cricket 
since, I don’t have a bad word to say about the club 
and I’m thankful for everyone that has been apart of 
my progression both as a person and as a cricketer so 
far. So if any of them do find themselves reading this I 
appreciate you all. 

How did you enjoy your first season at the SCMG? 
And what about your debut?
To be completely honest with you my first season 
with the club couldn’t have gone much better, I made 
friends that I now consider some of my closest while 
we pioneered to win our first Sussex premier league 
title in 8 years together and we all enjoyed every sec-
ond of it while pushing each other to be the best we 
could be. In terms of my debut I think I took 4fer and 
two catches, which after my opening ball in the Sussex 
prem almost pitched back in Jersey, it was a bit of a 
result and allowed me to hit the ground running and 
make a good impression on my new teammates. 

Tell us more about your new roll here at the club. 
How did it come about and what have you learnt?
My new role of Head Groundsman at the club came 
about when I heard that the old groundsman would 
be leaving at the end of the season so had an infor-
mal chat with the Chairman Paul Hird, its always been 
something that I have been very interested in and lent 
my hand to it last year helping out in-between cricket. 
In terms of learning i’ve had to learn fast to get the 
ground up to date which has been a bit of a mission 
due to the size of the grounds and how far behind we 
were and it wouldn’t have been possible without the 
help from the ex 1st XI captain Dan Phillips, so if this 
meets his eyes then thanks matey its greatly appre-
ciated. Its going to be a busy and long season so I 
feel like being chucked in at the deep end is the best 
preparation for me to be ready for the season ahead.

With 6 weeks before we open for business how 
ready are you to host the 1st friendly against Wey-
bridge?
In all honesty it feels way too close and the time is 
flying, which is more than likely what every grounds 
person across the country will be saying if they have 
games in early April but the ground is in good shape 
for this time of year so as long as the weather gods 
are on our side and our little leatherjacket friends stay 
clear the ground should be in the best shape it has 
been for a while ready for both our firsts and seconds 
to start their final prep for the season which I’m abso-
lutely fizzing to see you all for!

What are you hoping for in terms of personal goals 
for the season?
In terms of personal goals the obvious one is retaining 
the title and having as much impact in this outcome 
as possible whether that be with the ball, a few token 
runs at the end of an innings or setting the standard in 
the field. I also have a busy summer with Jersey Cricket 
while we look to make our dreams come true and play 
in a World Cup, which would be a huge achievement 
for the island as well as our own cricketing careers and 
one that is very much in our grasp if we can cause a 
few big upsets early on in the tournament. 

DAN BIRRELL  OUR JERSEY QUICK AND HEAD GROUNDS MAN
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PRESTON NOMADS CC – 1st XI CAPTAINCY
It is my absolute honour and 
privilege to have been an-
nounced as the Preston No-
mads Cricket 1st XI Captain 
for the 2022 season. This fan-
tastic club has a proud and 
decorated history and so to 
have my name now etched 
as one of the Club’s leaders 
is truly humbling and very 
special. 

PNCC has established itself as a vital part of my life. 
As with many First Class Cricketers in New Zealand, 
I jumped at the opportunity to play cricket all year 
round and so searched for a deal to sign to play crick-
et in the UK. Preston Nomads Cricket Club happened 
to be the Club where I was fortunate enough to sign 
as the Overseas Pro. Ever since arriving in Hove and 
immersing myself in the Nomads culture I haven’t 
looked back. I knew the friendships I’d formed and 
the memories made were going to be cherished and 
everlasting. 

Throughout my time at Nomads I have played under 
two terrific Captains, Jez Green & Dan Phillips. I’ve 
learnt and banked plenty of different skills off both 
which I feel will stand me in good stead as I take the 
reigns of the 1st team for this coming season. 

Last season we played some outstanding cricket 
which culminated us in winning the Sussex Premier 
League Title. The defence of this is something that 
myself and all the lads have as our number one ob-
jective for the season. I would like for our brilliant, 
hard-working training attitudes and ethics to contin-
ue this year as this translated into each of our perfor-
mances on the park. Already the few winter trainings 
we have had this year have been of high intensity and 
quality which I believe is setting the perfect tone for 
the season ahead.

This season I would also like our side to be playing 
at the Sussex T20 Cup finals day under lights at the 
Hove County Ground. We certainly have the players 
and quality to do this so hopefully we can string a 
few performances together and progress through to 
the business end of the tournament. I’d also like to 
see us progress deep in the ECB Cup. Again we have 
the quality but unfortunately player availability always 
seems to halt our progress in this prestigious competi-
tion. However I have a good feeling about 2022!

This season we have been thrilled to have secured the 
services of Rehan Afridi as our Overseas Pro. Rehan is 
a quality wicket-keeper batsman who has dominated 
the Pakistan First Class cricket scene for a number of 

seasons. I feel Rehan will add a lot to the Club both 
on and off the field and cannot wait for him to arrive 
in April.

As a 1st Team we are role models and ambassadors to 
the rest of the Nomads family. It is a huge honour and 
so to be the team’s leader is even more special for me. 
I am grateful for the opportunity and can’t wait for the 
season to begin. 2022 is going to be big and hopefully 
successful year for Preston Nomads CC. 

Nav Patel

1st XI CAPTAIN

We catch up with Two’s Skipper, James McKemey.  
Looking to Bounce Back Up!

James (39) has been hitting 
winter nets hard and we man-
aged to catch up with him 
at BACA on Thursday 3rd of 
March.  Our former 1st team 
keeper was looking in great 
shape and was in good form 
for the camera.

2021 was a tough season for 
the Twos ‘we always knew 
that Sussex Division one was 

going to be a challenge for us last season however I 
was always hopeful we might have stayed up. In truth 
we didn’t bat well enough as a group over the season 
which ultimately saw us slip to relegation.  We finished 
on a high beating Chichester away which was a posi-
tive way to end the season’

Bowman says ‘the team were fantastic at Roffey on 
21st August 2021 where a brilliant knock from Arron 
Phillips and some wonderful bowling won the day, 
that result nearly kept them up’

As to the coming season ‘obviously we have come 
down a level so I will be looking for us to be very 
competitive and try to bounce back straight away.  
We will be looking have a regular set of experienced 
cricketers, perhaps ex 1st teamers who are coming 
down but know how to win. Then fill the team with 
youngsters who would rather be driving towards the  
1st squad.  If we get this kind of balance, we will have 
a very effective 2nd team’

How about a Sussex T20 Cup run ‘why not Cobo! Its 
always fun to play T20 cricket where you can be riskier 
in your approach. However, as we found out last sea-
son it can all be over very quickly.  T20 is a little bit of a 
lottery. We will give it go and have some fun!’

We asked after his fitness for the season.  ‘100%, 
even though I am approaching 40 which is a little 
alarming, I am fit and excited to get on with the 

PRESTON NOMADS CAPTAINS



9

season and perhaps score a few more runs. Whilst 
its great to be able to be here at BACA I can’t wait to 
get outside!’

James seems to be in fine fettle and appears to be 
looking forward to taking our 2nd team into battle for 
promotion. I am sure we would all like to send him 
best wishes and all the luck for the coming season.

Faisal on a Mission.  Secure Promotion for the 
Threes!
Preston Nomads have made a change at Third 
Team level as we welcome Faisal Kahn as our new 
skipper for 2022.  After two back-to-back relega-
tions the squad now find themselves in Sussex Di-
vision 7 Central. It’s a position which doesn’t sit to 
well with Faisal as he contemplates a promotion 
season.

Speaking from Pakistan on 3rd 
March he told me ‘My big-
gest mission this year is to 
lead our 3rds to be division 
champs and getting promot-
ed. I am extremely excited 
on entering a new era and I 
strongly believe that the 3rds 
will come back stronger than 
ever and show the division that 
we are here to be competitive. 
We will have a very good mix of 

experienced and younger cricketers all very talented 
to take the team forward. I have been speaking with a 
few of the players and they are all excited and will take 
their roles very seriously’

Faisal is currently enjoying a full season of cricket in 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan.  He explained ‘I have been here 
since December playing cricket in the English off 
season.  It has been a brilliant experience for Balaaj 
and myself.  We net four times a week and play two 
matches each week.  Its cricket almost 7 days a week!.  
Hopefully I will be able to bring some form back with 
me!’ 

I believe our Third Team are in for some exciting 
and progressive cricket this season.  As we extend 
massive greetings and congratulations to Faisal 
we also send messages of good luck to him and 
his squad. 

Stephen Oliver  4th Team Captain.
Carry on the Fun Factor! Sussex Cricket League  
Division 8 Central
 

We caught up with our 4th 
team skipper at Baca indoor 
nets on 24th February.  Our 
cavalier batsman was in fine 
form.

‘Last season was a lot of fun, 
and we hope to carry on in 
that vein in 2022.  We had 
a brilliant team with a good 
mixing of experience and 
youth. Most of the games 

were very tight which made for some exciting cricket. 
We managed to get our heads in front on 7 occa-
sions but also lost a couple of very close encounters.  
I was very pleased to be able to get a full side out 
each week, but we did have to call upon some very 
young players.  These guys stood up to the plate well 
and would have gained a huge amount of experience 
for league cricket.  It will bode well for the coming 
season.  At the other end of the scale, it was a real 
comfort to be able to throw the ball to players like 
Jonah or Darren and know they would bowl with such 
high consistency’  

As to the season 22 he said ‘hopefully we can contin-
ue to give our youngsters more opportunities to play 
league cricket and obviously keep our key players fit. 
We won’t be looking for promotion during 2022 but 
we will be looking to finish in the top half’ As to a cup 
run ‘well that’s always very competitive and you need 
a bit of luck with the draw. We will give it a good go’

The subject of his own performance came up ‘ I was a 
little light with the runs last season so need to check 
my ‘progressive’ mode of operation. Instead of hitting 
out the ground every ball perhaps just sometimes, 
batting is a mental thing’. He continued ‘it would be 
fantastic if a new wicket keeper was to come forward 
into the team. I would be very happy to give the 
gloves up!’

Many thanks to Stephen for his time and I am sure we 
wish him all the best for the up coming season.  It’s 
going to be FUN! 
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The hallmark of a great, strong and successful 
Cricket Club is one that is grown from the 
grassroots level. Preston Nomads Cricket Club 
is blessed to have a flourishing Junior Section 
which churns out talented players season after 
season. Numbers seem to be increasing year on 
year and I think 2022 will see the total number of 
juniors surpass 200!

This season we have Boys teams entered into 
each age group league from U9s to U18s as 
well as in every available Sussex Festival. Last 
year there were terrific team and individual 
performances and I’m sure this year there will 
also be a number of highlights and success 
enjoyed by our junior sides.

Last year the Club established a Girls section 
which was a fantastic initiative and one that 
has continued to grow. We have retained all of 
our Girls for this season as well as continuously 
recruiting more and more keen female cricketers 
throughout the winter. We have once again 
entered an U11s and U13s Girls side. 

2022 has seen the Club take another positive step 
in the right direction by creating the opportunity 
for Women to train and play for Preston 
Nomads. After a handful of winter sessions it 
has been warming to see the enthusiasm and 
terrific attitudes of all the Women training. 
The confidence this has instilled in the lead 
Women’s/Girls Coach, Malorie Short, has led 
her to make the decision for the Club to enter 
a Woman’s side into the Woman’s Softball 
League. This is a fantastic foundation block that 

has been laid and one that can be built upon 
next season as we start progressing towards our 
goal of having a PNCC Woman’s XI competing 
in Hardball Leagues.

Summer Friday evening trainings will continue 
to be one of the main events that bring the 
Club together. I am blessed to have a team of 
dedicated coaches/managers who give up their 
time to look after and organise their respective 
age group sides. Their energy and efforts are 
fantastic and much appreciated by the kids. 

I cannot wait to see what 2022 has in store for 
the Club. It’s certainly exciting having all aspects 
covered with Junior Boys & Girls training and 
playing as well as Senior Men & Women. Winter 
trainings for all have begun well and there is a 
great sense of excitement and anticipation for 
the Summer to arrive and the 2022 season to 
get underway.

Preston Nomads CC will be a busy but vibrant 
place this summer.

Nav Patel

Director of Junior Cricket

PRESTON NOMADS CC – BOYS/GIRLS/WOMAN’S CRICKET
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On 14th January it was announced 
on the Club social media channels 
that the new out door nets had 
been completed. As the Chairman 
said in his review ‘The quality of 
surfaces available has improved as 
technology evolves and you will 
experience a softer bounce off the 
surface and shock pad. We look 
forward to watching you use them!’ 
We took a trip out the SCMG in early 
March and it has to be said they are  
looking fantastic!!!

SCMG OUTDOOR NETS, UPGRADED!
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When 1st team batsman/keeper Jake 
Hutson decided to move to France this 
spring it left the club with ‘a bit’ of gap 
to fill.  Obviously, Jake will be hugely 
missed by the whole club however in 
cricket, like in life, opportunities knock!

On 11th February 2022 the club announced 
the exciting signing of Rehan Afridi 
through its media channels. Rehan made a 
brief visit to the UK in order to sign con-
tracts and grab some photos in the club-
house.

Navan Patel said ‘It gives me great pleas-
ure in announcing that the Club has been 
fortunate enough to secure the services of 
Rehan Afridi for the 2022 season.  Rehan is 
a quality wicket keeper batsman who has 
been consistent and successful performer 
in the Pakistan First Class circuit. He will 
provide the club with plenty of experience, 
skill, and enthusiasm.  Not only will he help 
the 1st team in their quest to defend the 
Premier League but also be a terrific role 
model for our Youth section.  We look for-
ward to welcoming him here in April’

On further investigation Rehan does have 
a wonderful pedigree at 1st class level in 
Pakistan.  He was signed on by Pakistan 1st 

Class Club Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 2019 
and was a full playing member of their 
2020/21 Quaid e Azam Trophy squad.  The 
competition is like our County Champion-
ship format running from October until late 
December.  Khyber played in the final and 
for the 1st time in the competitions history 
the game ended in a tie.  

However, in 2021 the squad, with Rehan 
at its centre went on to greater achieve-
ment.  In the 10 match round robin group 
stage Khyber had enough points to quali-
fy for the show case day night final in the 
National Stadium Karachi against Northern 
(25th to 29th Dec 2021).   Batting 1st Khyber 
managed 374 with Afridi a nice knock of 39 
batting at 6. In the 2nd inns a brilliant knock 
of 79 from Rehan was decisive as Khyber 
amassed a big lead. During the last inns he 
took two smart catches behind the stumps 
as Northern fell away.  Khyber celebrated 
a wonderful victory.
I am sure we would all like to send Re-
han a huge Preston Nomads welcome 
and messages of good luck as he starts 
a new chapter here in Fulking.  
Taking Catches, Making Stumpings and 
Scoring Runs!

MEET OUR 2022 OVERSEAS PLAYER, REHAN AFRIDI 
(29) FROM PAKISTAN. 
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Kitchen update
Last year we experienced restrictions due to 
Covid and the provision of teas was only done 
for touring or special events, with a pre-order 
snack alternative being provided at weekends, 
and with additional food being supplied behind 
the bar.

 It is hoped that in 2022 we will return to a normal 
buffet tea service for all, but still maintaining the 
bar food as this was starting to prove popular, 
especially on a Sunday morning. 

With the help of the bar staff I will be providing 
freshly made food to sell. There will be savoury 
and sweet options and bar top advertising will 
show both range and price.

Friday Night food will be available for Colts' 
Training nights on a pre-order system for main 
food alongside the other hot food and cakes 
which proved popular last year.

Finally I would just like to thank everyone for 
continuing to support the Friday night food 
and the bar food and hope that will continue in 
2022!

Jan

Pavilion and Bar update
It's been a busy few weeks preparing the bar 
and pavilion for the new season.

Firstly the entire Main clubhouse room and pool 
room has been repainted which has certainly 
significantly improved the overall look of these 
areas.

The bar has had it's first significant refresh since 
it's installation 15 years ago .

Some of the many 
improvements include 
the installation of a new 
ice machine, a new 3 
door bottle cooler, new 
work surfaces and the 
relocation of our spirits 
selection onto some 
rather nice glass shelving. 
We have relocated the 
till and added more 
professional signage 
both for promotional and 
legal purposes.

Probably most importantly 
to most members is that 

despite some significant price inflation we have 
made the decision that there will be absolutely 
no price increases for the coming season. So 
once again the ever popular 4 for £10 mix and 
match deal will continue and we have added a 
new deal where you can purchase any double 
spirit with a mixer for the reduced price of £7-50.

We will endeavour to cover the vast majority of 
matches for all age groups including having a 
bar food offering available most of the time.

We have also been busy interviewing for 
the cleaning vacancy and an appointment is 
imminent. We also aim to work harder on our 
recycling by having dedicated bins for glass 
and plastic and general waste as opposed to 
the current set up where all waste is placed in 
the same bins  and then sorted by the bar staff 
which is obviously not particularly pleasant at 
times.

All that remains to be said is that Maggie and 
I are looking forward to the new season and to 
seeing you all again hopefully for a long hot and 
dry summer of cricket.

Phil Brown

Bar and Pavilion Manager

Bowman Says
Both Phil, Jan and crew deserve huge congrats 
in this area. Members and oppositions will 
not only have brilliant fuel for their sporting 
endeavours but also it will be a real feast on  
the eyes.
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EARLY SEASON HIGHLIGHTS!
We take a quick peak at some of the 
early season games around PNCC.  
Its time to get those diary’s out.
The aim is to have this News Letter circulated 
before that 1st ball is hit in anger. We hope 
that you are reading this before Saturday 9th 
April 2022.

Saturday 9th April 2022.  12.30pm start
The 1st and 2nd teams get the season under 
way with a stunning double header on both 
grounds against Weybridge CC of the Surrey 
Premier Cricket league.  Matches to start at 
12.30pm Saturday 9th April. 

Last season (17th April 2021) Liam O’Brien 
got a flyer with 75 runs and four wickets as the 
Nomads took control of the 1st team game. 
After that Weybridge powered on well in the 
Surrey prem to win nine games of 18 and a 
third-place finish.  Nathen Tilley, 819 runs and 
Odge Davey 370 runs top scored while Steven 
Reeves 37 wickets and Joe Bars 25 wickets 
shone with the ball. 

It’s a very interesting and competitive day’s 
cricket. However, if you are coming to watch, 
given the date make sure to layer up!

Saturday 16th April  12.30pm Sussex 
University at SCMG. Another premium 1st 
team preseason friendly.   
Sunday 17th April  SCMG  2.00 pm start.  
Our Sunday team brush away the cobwebs 
against Cuckfield.
Saturday 23rd April 12.30pm start. SCMG
The 1st and 2nd continue prep with yet another 
wonderful chance to play Surrey opposition, 
this time Reigate Priory 1s and 2s. Priory are 
a powerhouse of Surrey Cricket and didn’t 
disappoint in 2021.  They won 6 matches in 
total for a determined 6th place in the table. 

Saturday 30th April Sussex T20 Cup gets a 
start.  It all gets competitive!
The 1st team have a 3.00pm away start venue/
oppo to be advised (Either Burgess Hill or 
Doome Mission).  While the 3rd team have 
home comforts against Hurstpierpoint starting 
at 2.00pm 

Bank Holiday Channel Island Bonanza,  
Its Jersey at the SCMG 1st and 2nd May   
11am.
A very attractive 2022 preseason ends with the 
visit of Jersey to the SCMG.  On the Sunday it’s 
a full blown 50 over game and then a T20 on 
the Monday.

Saturday 7th May   It’s the Sussex League, 
opening day. 
By now all our Members will be keyed up 
and ready for the rigours and excitement of 
League Cricket.

11.30am  1st team home to Eastbourne,  
12.30pm 2nd Team away at Portslade, 1.00pm 
3rd team home to Southwick, 1.00pm 4th team 
away Colemans Hatch.   

Can we achieve a clean sweep on opening 
day??
Sunday 15th May 2022 1.00pm  SCMG   ECB 
Cup Action   Group 15 (Of 16 Nationwide)
As 1st team Skipper Navan Patel says in his 
brief its high time that Nomads made a big 
splash in this important National Competition.  
He has a ‘good feeling’ for 2022 but we need 
solid 1st team player commitment.  The club 
will need to win three straight matches to get 
out of Group 15 and into the last 16. 

It all kicks off at home against either 
Wimbledon or Beckenham. Let’s get to it 
Nomads! 
Well, I think you will agree that our Fixture 
Secretary, Tony Doctors and officers of this 
club have put together a tremendous opening 
salvo together to season 2022.  There are 
some wonderful friendly matches to get our 
teeth into before the serious stuff gets under 
way.  

Who’s Excited ???  


